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STEV/ARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT 


To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland* 

The  County  Council  of  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright  * 

The  Town  Councils  of  Kirkcudbright 

Castle  Douglas 
Dalbeattie 
Gatehouse 
New  Galloway 

My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Acts  and 
Regulations  of  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  I have  the 
honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  3 953<'  ^iie  Report 
of  the  School  Health  Service  for  the  year  ending  31s"t  July,  1953 
is  also  included* 

The  year  uinder  review  is  noteworthy,  in  that  the  Infant  Mortality 
rate  of  23  per  1,000  live  births,  is  the  lowest  on  record.  The 
Tuberculosis  death  rate  of  0*20  per  1,000,  on  the  other  hand,  remains 
constant  and  has  not  changed  for  a number  of  years*  (The  trend  in 
recent  years  has  been  for  the  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  to 
increase,  and  this  applies  particularly  to  the  younger  age  groups* 

This  may  be  due  in  part  to  earlier  diagnosis,  but  there  are  other 
factors.)  The  introduction  of  a B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme  for  those 
children  about  to  leave  school , will  in  all  probability  have  some 
effect  on  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  adolescents  and  young  adults, 
and  this  will  be  reflected  in  future  years  in  the  Tuberculosis  Notifi- 
cation Rate, 

With  the  retiral  of  Miss  MacVicar,  the  Supervisor  of  Midv/ives,  in 
December,  1952,  and  the  appointment  of  Miss  Douglas  as  County  Nursing 
Superintendent  in  January,  1953 > an  opport\xnity  was  taken  of 
co-ordinating  the  Domiciliary  Nursing,  Midwifery,  Health  Visiting,  Home 
Help,  and  School  Nursing  Services,  As  a result,  the  whole  nursing 
service  gained  in  efficiency  during  the  year,  and  the  scope  of  Health 
Visiting  particularly  was  extended. 

During  the  year  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  indicated  that  they 
wished  to  close  Burnside  House,  Kirkcudbright,  and  steps  were  taken  to 
transfer  those  patients  for  whom  the  Coxxnty  Council,  as  Welfare  Authority 
was  responsible,  to  other  accommodation  belonging  to  neighbouring 
authorities.  Carlingwark  House,  Castle  Douglas,  continued  to  function 
smoothly,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  was  filled  to  capacity* 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  County  Council, 
and  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department,  for  their  interest 
and  help  during  the  year* 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  B,  SHIEL 

County  Medical  Officer, 

Dunmuir  Road, 

Castle  Douglas* 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
1953 


POPULATIONo-  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  to 
the  middle  of  1953  was  30,512  and  was  subdivided  as  follows s- 

Landward  Qooo9oo«9*ooaooo«oooo  20,17^ 

Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  oo.oo.o  2,535 
Burgh  of  Castle  Douglas  oooooo  3>308 
Bxirgh  of  Dalbeattie  ooo.oooooo  3? 310 
Burgh  of  Gatehouse  oo<,»^oooooo  897 
Burgh  of  New  Galloway  oooo«ooo  283 

BIRTHSo-  The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Cotinty  after 
correction  for  transfer  was  528,  and  is  eq.uivalent  to  a birth  rate  of 
17«3  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  populationo  Of  the  total  live  births, 

39  were  illegitimate,  which  is  equal  to  a rate  of  7<>4  per  100  live 
births  as  compared  with  5»8  in  1952o 

STILL  BIRTHS»“  There  were  9 still  births  registered  in  the  County 
after  correction  for  transfer,  equal  to  a rate  of  17  per  1,000  birthso 
This  compares  with  a rate  of  21  in  1952,  and  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded. 

DEATHS.-  Deaths  from  all  causes  after  correction  for  transfer  numbered 
370.  This  is  equal  to  a death  rate  corrected  and  adjusted  for  age  and 
sex  of  10.7  per  1,000,  and  is  also  a new  low  record. 

263  or  715^  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  ages  65  or  over,  and  I50  or 
405^  occurred  at  ages  75  or  over. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows?- 

(1)  Arterio  sclerotic  and  degenerative  heart  disease  II8 

(2)  Vascular  lesions  affecting  Central  Nervous  System  62 

(3)  Malignant  Neoplasms  56 

INFANT  MORTALITY.-  The  ntimber  of  deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  was 
12,  giving  an  infant  death  rate  of  23  per  1,000  live  births,  which  is  a 
new  low  record.  The  nximber  of  deaths  in  infants  under  4 weeks  was  9> 
giving  a neo-natal  death  rate  of  I7  per  1,000  live  births. 

MATERNAL  DEATHS.-  There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

MARRIAGE  RATE.-  The  number  of  marriages  was  I89,  which  is  equivalent 
to  a rate  of  6.2  per  1,000. 
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I 

LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  PUHCTIONS 


1,  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  children  under  school 

ageo 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Motherso  The  arrangements  for  the 
care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  continued  as  in  previous  years o 
Ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  are  held  at  Dumfries,  Castle  Douglas 
and  Newton  Stewart  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Boardo  The  arrangements 
for  the  admission  of  unmarried  expectant  mothers  to  the  Salvation 
Array  Home,  Glasgow,  continued  to  work  satisfactorily * 

(b)  Child  Welfareo  During  the  year  steps  were  taken  to  improve 
the  existing  Child  Welfare  Service,  and  the  Health  Visiting  was 
improvedo  There  is  still  no  Paediatrician  in  the  area,  though  it  is 
understood  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  have  this  under  consideration® 

(c)  Care  of  Premature  Infants®  There  is  no  domiciliary 
provision  for  the  care  of  premature  int’antso 

(d)  Supply  of  Dried  Milks  &Co  Dried  Milk  and  Vitamins  continued 
to  be  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  from  the  Central  Office  in 
Castle  Douglas,  and  at  a distributing  centre  in  Dalbeattie®  In  some 
areas  of  the  County,  particularly  the  Western  District,  the  District 
Nurses  act  as  agents  for  the  Ministry  of  Food®  During  the  year,  Virol 
and  types  of  dried  milks  other  than  National  Dried  Milk  were  sold  at 
cost  price  in  special  oases® 

(e)  Dental  Care®  The  Dental  Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
was  under  review  during  the  year,  but  the  existing  arrangements  were  not 
altered, 

2,  Domiciliary  Midwifery,  Approximately  50^  expectant  mothers  are 

confined  at  home,  and  are  attended  by  the  District  Nurse/Midwives  and 
their  own  medical  attendants®  The  other  5*^  confined  mainly  in 

Cresswell  Maternity  Hospital,  Dumfries,  usually  for  medical  and  other 
reasons®  The  ratio  between  domiciliary  and  hospital  confinements 
remains  remarkably  constant  each  year® 

I,  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  Area  during 
the  year  - that  is  before  correction  for  mothers' 

residence  - Live  Births  - 237 5 Still  Births  - 3;  Total  o,®  240 

II,  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  institutions 

(including  private  maternity  homes)  o,,®.,,®,®,®,,,,.,,,,,,®  Nil 

III,  Total  number  of  births  occurring  at  home  ®®®o®®o.,,o,,,,o,oo  240 
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IV.  Number  of  births  in  (III)  classified  to  show  nature  of 
attendance  at  birth;- 


Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23(2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Other 

(Scotland)  Act,  1947 • Domiciliary  Cases. 

Doctor  Doctor  Midwife  Doctor  Midwife  Without 

engaged  engaged  alone  and  alone  Doctor 

and  and  not  (no  Dr.  Midwife  (no  Dr»  or 

present  present  engaged)  engaged  engaged)  Midwife  Total 

(a)  Midwives  employed 
by  the  Authority 
including  those 
engaged  on  a 

fee  - per  - case 

basis  0.0... 90000  144  9^  **  s—  24c 

(b)  Midwives  employed 
by  volimtary  organ- 
isations \inder 
arrangements  made 

by  the  Authority  - - - - - - 

(c)  Midwives  employed 
by  Hospital  Boards 
of  Management  under 
arrangements  made 
by  the  Authority 
with  the  Regional 

Hospital  Board  .,o«-  - - - - - - 

(d)  Private  practising 

Midwives  - - - - - - ~ 

(e)  Other  cases  not 

specified  above  - - - ~ - “ 

(f)  TOTALS  0 9 0 . 9 . 0 0 9 . 0 0 144 96 - - -- ^ 240 

Vo  N\amber  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  under 
Section  22(l)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915» 
by  a midwife  Nil. 

VIo  Administration  of  Analgesics. 

(a)  Number  of  midwives  qualified  to  administer 

analgesics  13 

(b)  Number  of  midwives  who  received  their  training 

during  the  year  Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  in  use  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...o©..............................©©.....  14 

(d)  Number  of  sets  on  order  at  the  end  of  the  year  .o.....  Nil. 

(e)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was 
administered  by  midwives  in  domiciliary  practice 
during  the  year 

Doctor  not  present  57 

Doctor  present  95 
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(f ) Number  of  oases  in  which  pethidine  was 
administered  by  midwives  in  domiciliary 
practice  during  the  year 

Doctor  not  present  o9oooo»ooo®ooooooooo  3^ 
Doctor  present  oooeoooooooooooooooooooo 


VII,  Ntunber  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  the  end  of 
the  year 


O0o«aoooo«o«opoe«ooo«eooeoo 


00OO90000C  ooo 


3,  Health  Visiting,  The  health  visiting  as  in  previous  years 
was  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse/Midwife/Health  Visitors, 

It  is  often  contended  that  health  visiting  carried  out  by  district 
nurses  is  unsatisfactory,  and  that  treatment  supersedes  Health 
Visiting,  In  practice,  the  pattern  of  nursing  and  midwifery 
remains  fairly  constant  in  any  one  district,  and  by  the  application 
of  some  method  and  planning  to  her  daily  nursing  duties,  a district 
nurse/midwife/health  visitor  can  devote  a fair  amount  of  her  time  to 
Health  Visiting.  It  is  disappointing  to  find,  however,  that  few 
District  Nurses  wish  to  study  for  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate, 
and  only  one  nurse  was  granted  leave  of  absence  to  take  the  Course 
dTiring  the  year.  During  the  year  the  service  was  extended  to  include 
all  old  people  living  alone,  and  it  was  found,  generally,  that  the 
visits  by  the  nurses  were  appreciated  and  welcomedo 

No,  Visited  Total  Visits 


*E3Cjp6  Ct  Oooaooc0<>«**9*«oooooo9ooo 

79 

276 

Children  under  1 year  .....o,..........,,.. 

530 

5791 

Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 . . . . . . 

2171 

5532 

SX  S OSLSOS  0e«00«390090**000*000000 

206 

1000 

OsLSQS  o*9oo«ooe*9aoo«oe<99eoo«ooooooao 

340 

3303 

3326 

15902 

*These  visits  do  not  include  visits  paid  by  a midwife/health  visitor 
who  attended  the  confinement  as  a midwife  or  maternity  nurseo 

4.  Home  Nursingo  A large  proportion  of  home  nursing  is  concerned  with 
the  so  called  chronic  sick.  In  this  county  the  proportion  of  old  people 
to  the  rest  of  the  population  is  relatively  high,  which  accounts  for  this. 
There  is  a tendency  today,  to  consider  the  nursing  of  the  chronic  sick  as 
an  unskilled  task.  I do  not  subscribe  to  this  view,  and  I consider  that 
in  this  county  at  least,  district  nurses,  because  of  their  training  and 
the  application  of  basic  nursing  techniques,  have  made  the  days  of  bedridden 
old  people  more  comfortable,  and  the  lives  of  the  patients’  relatives  more 
stable.  A not  unimportant  factor,  too,  is  the  number  of  hospital  beds  which 
are  released  for  other  cases,  because  of  the  district  nxirsing  service. 

Ntunber  of  cases  attended  by  District  Nurses  ........o,..,..  2300 

Number  cf  visits  paid  to  these  cases  oooo.,.co.o.o.oo.o...o  25699 

The  above  figures  include  9? 490  visits  (including  275  first  visits) 
to  patients  aged  65  and  over. 

5»  Domestic  Help.  The  Domestic  Help  Service  continues  to  function 
satisfactorily.  During  the  year  a new  scale  of  charges  was  introduced, 
which  in  effect  imprcved  the  position  for  old  people  and  those  least  able 
to  afford  the  service.  The  service  is  used  mainly  by  old  people,  and  in 
cases  of  chronic  sickness  or  tuberculosis. 


The  following  figures  relate  to  the  working  of  the  Scheme  d^lring  the 
year:- 


(i)  No.  of  domestic  Helps  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(a)  Whole-time 

(b)  Part-time 

(c)  retaining  fee  basis 


o o o o e o 

009909«e«9#e9«*000000000«00000000tfv000000tt0c*0 

• ee99999999t  •ao«999eoeoo  ceo 


o o e 


o o o • o o o 


0000 


ooa*aa9*o*o90oo9oooooooooo90oaoooeooo 


14 


(ii)  Noo  of  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during  year  . 

(iii)  Hoo  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  conf ineinent s- 
( a ) at  home  00«0000««*0«0«««««0*«9«09c«0l>00««0««09*ciac*(»c 

(t)  in  hospital  

(iv)  Noo  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  chronic  sick 
including  aged  and  infirm  oo 


e o o e 6 0 


oe^eoeooeooooooooeoo 


27 

3 

15 


6o  Vaccination  and  Immunisationo  The  arrangements  for  vaccination 
and  immunisation  remained  as  in  previous  yearso  It  is  difficult  to 
assess  the  number  of  children  who  are  vaccinated  and  immunised  before 
they  are  a year  old,  as  the  records  are  incompleteo 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out 
during  the  years - 


Year  of  Birth 


1953  . 

1952  9 
1951  » 

1950-1939  0*009 
1938  or  earlier 


Primary  Vaccinations 
Positive  Negative 

153  7 

87 
16 
5 

1 - 

262  7 


Re-Vaccinations 
Positive  Negative 


8 

45 


53 


The  following 

table 

shows  the  nxamber  of  immunisations  carried  out 

during  the  years- 

who 

N\jmber  of  Children 
completed  a full  course 

Number  of  maintenance 

Year  of  Birth 

of 

immunisation  during  the 

inoculations  given  during 

of  Persons 

year 

the  year 

1953 

23 

1952 

290 

1951 

101 

1950 

25 

=, 

1949 

7 

1 

1948 

12 

291 

1947 

5 

137 

1946 

3 

16 

1945 

- 

4 

1944 

14 

1943 

2 

37 

1942 

- 

5 

1941 

- 

- 

1940 

- 

3 

1939 

7 

1938  or  earlier 

- 

2 

7 e Prevention  of  Illness«  Care  and  After-Care»> 

{"■■)  Tuberculosiso  Towards  the  end  of  the  year^  one  nurse  was  made 
responsible  for  all  Tuberculosis  Health  Visiting  in  the  County,  instead 
of  three  nurses  combining  Tuberculosis  Health  Visiting  with  School 
Nursing®  This  step  was  taken  to  improve  the  service®  Until  this  was 
done  there  was  a distinct  gap  between  the  hospital  service  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visiting  Service.  The  T«Bo  Health  Visitor  now 
attends  the  Out-patient  Chest  Clinics  at  Lochmaben  and  Newton  Stewart, 
receives  instructions  from  the  Chest  Physician  regarding  home  supervision, 
the  examination  of  contacts,  the  home  conditions  of  the  patient,  and' in 
addition  keeps  him  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  other  patients  on  the 
ToB.  Register®  Before  this  liaison  with  the  Hospital  Service  was  started, 
most  of  the  Health  Visiting  was,  in  my  opinion,  a waste  of  timso  At  the 
same  time,  steps  were  taken  to  regularise  the  supply  of  free  milk  to 
Tuberculosis  patients,  and  to  bring  the  Tuberculosis  Register  up  to  date® 


k 


15 


ro 

ir\ 

o\ 


M 


Eh 

m 

Pi 

<5 

o 

M 

Eh 

W 

M 

Eh 

<! 

Eh 

CO 

• 

CO 

M 

CO 

3 

tp 

o 


pq 

1=5 

Eh 


Eh 

O 

Eh 


(B 

■d  TiJ 
S3  fH 
c6  cd 

LTN  C5, 
\0  C3 


a 

CO 

■rH 

at 

LTV 

o 

XJ  VO 

r-t 

S3 

0 

cO  Sh 

O 

05 

• 

Sh 

LTV  X* 

o 

<D 

d 

w 

,P5 

3 

3 

13 

pq 

Eh 

H 

a 

LTV 

O 

x3  'Ct 

O 

Fh 

S3 

o 

cO  Sh 

0) 

00 

m x3 

S3 

rn  S3 

M 

*H 

0 

pq 

Fh 

0 

CO 

irv 

X)  CHV 

05 

$3 

CO 

CO  Fh 

H 

CO 

35 

CO 

cC 

irv  x> 

o 

CVJ  0 

a 

xJ 

3 

o 

CD 

<d 

05 

M 

O 

CO 

« 

S3 

Pi 

IT\ 

tjD 

0 

X3  CVI 

m 

cO 

0 

S3 

o 

•H 

Sh 

CO  Sh 

M 

x) 

C5 

05 

M 

1 

ifV 

CD 

(D 

pH  d 

d> 

w 

3 

tzi 

05 

<; 

M 

CO 

CJ 

03 

irv 

XJ  pH 

M 

o 

d 

cO  Sh 

Fh 

05 

C5 

CD 

0 Xi 

s 

rO 

§ 

g 

525 

R 

0 

pq 

pH 

w 

H 

xl  Sh 

d ® 

M 

cO  x3 

Eh 

C 

O 

LTV  0 

S25 

CO 

» 

irv 

CO 

x3 

<1 

d Sh 

O 

cO  ® 

x3 

(>H 

pH  d 

o 

0 

Sh 

0> 

(H 

S3 

{=) 


ON 


OO 


VO 


un 


rO 


CvJ 


rn 


CVJ 


ITS 


CO 


I— I 

rO 

• V 


CVJ 


CvJ 


rO 

(H 


ir\ 


OvJ 


CVJ 


pH 


VO 


CVJ 


CVJ 


CO 

CO 

(0 

05 

05 

05 

CO 

pH 

pH 

CO 

rH 

1 — 1 

05 

rH 

rH 

CD 

CO 

CO 

05 

CO 

cO 

05 

CO 

CO 

pH 

a 

+> 

pH 

a 

-P 

1 — 1 

a 

-P 

CO 

® 

0 

cO 

05 

0 

CO 

® 

0 

a 

(x< 

Eh 

a 

(*H 

Eh 

a 

&H 

Eh 

>» 

>s 

Fh 

d Fh 

0 

cO  0 

-P 

-P 

>» 

CO 

>s  cO 

u 

Fh 

Sh  Sh 

0 

•H 

0 -H 

+» 

Pi 

-P  PlH 

(0 

05 

CO  CO 

Sh 

05 

Fh  ffl 

*H 

Sh 

•H  Fh 

Pi 

1 

P5h  I 

CO 

d 

CO  d 

® 

0 

CD  0 

03 

03  iz; 

00 


<Tv 

rH 


m 


ro 


irv 


ov 


cvi 


t~- 

rO 


CVJ 


O'"* 


irv 


16 


p> 

w 

> 

M 

O 

W 


tn  w 
w 


Eh 

O 

« 

O 


O « 
is;  Eh 


O 

w 

CO 


m 

rH 

O ro 

•H 

-P  Jh 

+s  ,J=> 

•H  S 
+5  © VO 
05  O 
CJ  © 

M P 

Si 

M O 


© 

© S3 
i1  o 

P -H 
•P 
Si  S3 
H P 


lO 


e 

-d  P 

«©  03 

© ra 

M <3 

•H  d 

03  W 

P H 

CO 

Eh 

t»D 

cn  so 

oq 

Si 

H 

H 

iSi  CO 

Eh 

«© 

P 

S3 

M ^ 

M 

Oh 

'd  P 
© 

pT| 

rd  © 

O p 

Q 

© !>> 

a P 

t»o 

ce 

p © 

P CO 

S 

© ^ 

M is; 

FQ 

^ p 

CO  o 

o 

&q  M 

5 

ra 

03  Eh 

»ri 

p 

M Eh 

a H 

O Eh 

tiO 

SO  CO 

S3 

is; 

•H 

03  M 

P 

M 

S3  P 

M 03 

•d  © 

tJ  t>j 
© 

P © 

p ,£3 

•H  P 


I 


CO 

<3 

<3 

M 

H 

CO 

03 

© 

<3 

O 

o 

Eh 

Si 

<3 

O P 

-H 

o 

P >» 

03 

CO 

p © 

a 

•H  d 

p 

M 

p S3 
m © 

I 

Eh 

S3  *-3 
H 

si 

Si  o 

w 

M 

EH 

<=3 

VO 


rO  I 


CVi 

rO 


rO 


till 


c— ! I 1 I 


ro 


CVJ 


VO 


CTv 


CVJ 


CVJ  (M  rH  I 


CM 

CM 


rO 


CM 


CM 


CM 


rO 


00 


CM 


CM 


m 


rO 

rO 


CM 


00 

CM 


++ 


© 
© 
1 — I 
© 
a 


CO 

© 

© 

CQ 

0) 

© 

© 

0) 

© 

1 — 1 

ra 

iH 

© 

rH 

cd 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

Cd 

Q 

( — t 

e 

rH 

a 

rH 

a 

0) 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

<p 

a 

a 

Oh 

a 

03 


© 
p 
( — i 

S3 

xi 

< 

* 


o 

p 

© 

Sh 

•rl 

© 

© 

03 


si 

JO 

© 

© 

© 

p 

P 

P 

d 

ft 

d 

rH 

S3 

ft 

•fH 

d 

43 

<3 

P 41 

O 

♦ 

O CO 

P 

© 

Sh 

•rl 

ft 

© 

© 

Pi 

I 

Si 

o 

is; 


♦ 


I 


I 


Colijunn  4 shows  those  who  were  in  final  residence  28  days  or  ove 
Colximn  5 shows  those  who  were  in  final  residence  under  28  days. 
All  patients  of  15  years  and  upwards  are  classed  as  adultso 
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8o  Control  of  Infectious  Diseaseso  There  were  no  epidemics  of  infectious 
disease  dirring  the  yearo 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  the 
years- 

Cases 

At  removed 


all 

ages 

Under 

1 

1-5 

5-15 

15“25 

25“35  35“45  45-65 

to 

65+  hospital 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  , , 

4 

3 

1 

4 

Dysentery  

8 

- 

4 

— 

2 2 - 

2 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

~ - 1 

1 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary 

2 

- 

1 

“ - 1 

cao 

Poliomyelitis,  Acute  .. 

1 

- 

— 

1 

a. 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

39 

- 

11 

27 

1 

ca>  



20 

Whooping  Cough  , 

5 

3 

1 

1 

- 

“ “ ” 

- 

1 

61 

6 

12 

33 

4 

2 2 2 

29 

9*  Mental  Healtho  Mental  Health  does  not  present  a problem  in  the  County „ 
Few  areas  are  so  fortunate,  in  that  the  resources  of  the  Crichton  Royal  Mental 
Hospital  are  so  near  at  hand*  As  part  of  the  prevention  of  mental  illness, 
suitable  old  people  who  had  been  in  the  mental  wards  of  the  Crichton  Royal 
Institution,  were  admitted  to  Part  III  Accommodation,  and  as  a general  rule  it 
was  foxind  that  they  improved.  Practically  all  mental  patients  are  admitted  to 
the  Crichton  Royal  Institution  as  voluntary  patients,  and  the  services  of  the 
Authorised  Officer  are  seldom  if  ever  required. 

Mental  Deficiency,  An  attempt  was  made  during  the  year  to  review  the 
position  of  mental  defectives  in  the  County,  The  shortage  of  mental 
deficiency  accommodation  has  meant  that,  in  practice,  few  mental  defectives 
have  been  certified  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts*  A few  were  cei'tified 
during  the  year,  however,  and  placed  under  the  guardianship  of  the  parent, 
pending  their  admission  to  an  institution,  A nximber,  because  of  the  un- 
willingness of  the  parent,  were  not  certified,  as  this  would  have  meant 
petitioning  the  Sheriff, 


MENTAL  DEFECTIVES 


Mo  P,  Total 


In  Certified  Institutions 
Liberated  from  Certified  Institutions 
on  Lxcence  e,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,*,,,,,,,, 
Boarded-out  under  Guardianship  in  the 
Bte^7artr^r  ,09,, o,,,,,,,,, 

Boarded-out  under  Guardianship  outwith 

the  Stewartry  

Boarded-out  under  Guardianship  in 

Burnside  House  to  7/7/53>  thereafter 
in  Cuninghame  Home  to  31/12/53  . 


o o • o e 


« • o e « 


e e 9 • e 


o « 9 9 «> 


9 • • e o 


6 

1 

2 

1 

3 


BOARDED-OUT  LUNATICS 


Boarded-out  Lunatics  supervised  by 
the  "Authorised  Officer" 


10  16 

2 3 

2 

2 3 

3 


2 


10.  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders'  Act.  There  are  no  nurseries 
County,  and  no  persons  are  registered  as  child  minders. 


in  the 
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FOOD  SUPPLY 


lo  Milko  There  are  four  Dairy  Inspectors  and  Milk  Sampling  Officers 
in  the  County o They  carry  out  milk  sampling  at  the  creameries  at 
Dumfries  and  Kirkcudbright,  and  inspections  of  dairies  in  their  respective 
areas  of  the  Countyo  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Scottish  Milk 
Marketing  Board  amioxanced  a scheme  for  the  Bulk  Collection  of  Milk,  by  a 
milk  tanker,  and  plans  were  submitted  to  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and 
discussions  took  place  with  the  Board” s representativeo  Because  of 
insufficient  laboratory  accommodation  at  Dumfries,  and  the  shortage  of 
guinea  pigs,  no  biological  sampling  was  carried  out  dioring  the  year® 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951* 


T o To  Licence s 


During  the  year  135  producers  were  reported  for  failure  to  comply 
with  the  required  standards  on  2 consecutive  occasionso  Of  these 
producers,  16  were  suspended  after  3 consecutive  unsatisfactory  samples, 

8 after  4 consecutive  misatisf actory  samples  -=  a total  of  24  producers 
suspended®  102  producers”  supplies  cleared  up  on  a 3rd  sample  being 
taken,  and  13  on  a 41^11  sample  being  taken®  1 producer  appealed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  against  the  suspension  of  his  licence®  The  appeal 
was  dismissed®  At  the  end  of  the  year,  l8  of  the  suspended  licences  had 
been  restored® 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme® 

The  milk  supplied  to  schools  is  examined  each  term®  During  the 
year  168  samples  were  taken.  Of  these,  155  compiled  with  the  standards. 
8 of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  due  to  the  presence  of  B,  coli  and 
5 to  failure  in  the  Phosphatase  Test  (insufficient  heat-treatment)®  Of 
the  52  schools  in  the  County,  40  have  supplies  of  ToT®  (Pasteurised)  milk 
and  12  T®T.  milk®  10  of  the  T®T®  supplies  are  delivered  in  bulk,  all 
others  in  1/3  pint  bottles® 

Pasteurised  Milk, 


One  distributor  in  the  County  holds  a Licence  to  sell  Pasteurised 
milk.  52  samples  were  taken  and  1 failed  the  Phosphatase  Test®  33 
samples  of  T®T,  (Pasteurised)  milk  were  taken,  1 failing  the  Phosphatase 
Test,  and  1 showing  B®  coli  present® 

One  firm  outwith  the  Couinty  holds  a supplementary  licence  to  sell 
Pasteurised  milk®  6 samples  of  this  milk  were  taken,  1 being  ;msatis~ 
factory. 

Rinsings® 

Rinsings,  with  sterile  water,  of  dairy  equipment  were  taken  at  4 
farms  in  the  course  of  investigations®  Rinsings  were  done  of  milk 
bottles  on  3 occasions® 

Non-Designated  Milk. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  21  producers  who  did  not  hold  a 
graded  licence  - 12  fewer  than  the  previous  year.  Samples  from  these 
supplies  were  also  taken  for  bacteriological  examination® 

Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme® 

Notifications  under  this  scheme  are  received  from  only  one  depot 
taking  supplies  from  the  County.  40  supplies  failed  to  pass  the 
resazurin  test  during  the  year.  Milk  was  rejected  on  8 occasions. 
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Results  of  Sampling  from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1953 


Certified 

ToT, 

Standard 

TOTAL 

No,  of  Samples  taken  during  year 
No,  and  Percentage  which  failed 

5 

3170 

- 

3175 

to  satisfy  the  standard 
Total  No,  of  Licences  at 

1(20^) 

694(21,9/0 

695(21,9/0) 

31st  December,  1953 
Increase  in  No,  of  Licences 

2 

539 

— 

541 

during  the  year  9o,,c.o,e.u,Q, 
No,  and  Percentage  of  producers 
whose  supplies  failed  to 
comply  with  the  standard  ,<,00, 

1 

14 

15 

(a)  at  any  time  during  year  ,, 

(b)  on  three  or  more 

i(5ofo) 

349(64o8/o) 

350(64-8/0) 

consecutive  occasions, ,o« 0 

- 

34(6o3/o) 

34(6o3/o) 

*(c)  on  three  or  more  occasions 
No,  of  Licences  reported  to  the 
Committee  because  of  unsatis- 

95(17»6/) 

95(17.6/0) 

factory  results  (2  samples) 

- 

135 

135 

No,  of  Licences  suspended  ,,,,0, 

24 

- 

24 

No,  of  Licences  revoked  ,,,.0.,. 

— 

*Includes  supplies  entered  at  (b) 


A.  Table  showing  number  of  supplies  which  failed  in  2 or  more  consecutive 
tests  during  the  year. 

Roo  of  consecutive  testso 
2 3 4 5 6 

No.  of  supplies  failing  tests  o 98  34  8 - “ 

*B.  Table  showing  number  of  supplies  which  failed  to  satisfy  the  standard 
on  one  or  more  occasions  during  the  year. 


Noa  of  times  supplies  failed  tests 
during  year 

1234567 


No,  of  supplies  failing  tests 

162  92  62  26  7 

3 

•^Includes  supplie 

s entered  at  A, 

Total  Samples 

3175 

- Routine 

169 

168 

93 

“3605 

- (Qualifying  and  requalifying 
Schools 

- Distributors 

TABULAR  STATEMENT 

SHOWING  THE 
ACCORDING 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  DAIRY  PREMISES 
TO  PARISHES 

Certified 

Tuberculin  Standard  Ordinary 
Tested 

TOTAL 

Colvend  

— 

36  - 3 

39 

i>oee*««eee*e«oee<» 

— 

21  =■  - 

21 

Kirkpatrick  Irongray  , 0 , , « 

14  - 1 

15 

New  Abbey  

- 

20  - - 

20 

Terregles  

- 

17  - 1 

18 

— 

28  ■=  2 

30 

136  - 7 

143 

22 


Tuberculin 

Certified 

Tested 

Standard 

Ordinary  TOTAL 

Balmaclellan  

27 

2 

29 

Carsphaiin  

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Crossmichael  

- 

35 

- 

— 

35 

- 

6 

6 

- 

6 

- 

6 

Kirkgunzeon 

- 

17 

- 

1 

18 

Kirkpatrick-Durham  . ® 

o e e 

0 9 0 

1 

16 

« 

17 

Lochrutton  . . , . . . , , . 

• • e 

9*0 

- 

15 

2 

IT 

eeeeeeoecee*** 

e « 9 

0 9 9 

- 

11 

- 

11 

1 

133 

" 

6 

140 

Halmaghie  

_ 

21 



1 

22 

1 6 ooeooceceeooe 

• • • 

o # o 

- 

25 

_ 

1 

26 

e • o 

• 9 • 

- 

24 

~ 

1 

25 

Herrick  

0 0 9 

- 

32 

1 

33 

UlTX*  oao«e»o*a»oe*oAe* 

o • « 

• 90 

1 

36 

1 

X 

...38 

1 

138 

- 

5 

144 

8 

8 

Borgue  

• o o 

o o o 

- 

28 

- 

- 

28 

Girthon  

- 

10 

_ 

1 

11 

Kirkcudbright  , . , , , . . 

o e • 

• 9 9 

- 

23 

- 

1 

24 

Kirkmabreck  ® ® ® . 

0 0 9 

e o o 

- 

15 

15 

oooeoeeeoee 

• • • 

9 0 0 

- 

11 

“ 

1 

12 

9oo«0»e*eo«e 

• e « 

9 9 9 

20 

- 

20 

Twj''nholm 

o o e 

• 9 9 

- 

17 

_ 

17 

. ...132 

3 

. 135 

EASTERH  o 

136 

7 

143 

NORTHERH  . ® , o , . . , . ® ® , 

« • e 

• 9 9 

1 

133 

6 

140 

SOUTHEHH  ®,,,eo,c,,,« 

0 9 0 

9 0 0 

1 

138 

_ 

5 

144 

WESTEHH  o,,ec,a,o,,ao 

• • c 

9 0 9 

132 

- 

3 

1^ 

2 

539 

21 

562 

2»  Meat » Slaughtering  was  still  carried  out  at  Castle  Douglas  Slaughter- 
house® The  County  Council,  as  Local  Health  Authority,  employs  a Veterinary 
Officer  on  a part-time  basis,  as  Meat  Inspector.  There  is  still  one  private 
slaughterhouse  in  the  County. 

3,  Food  Hygiene®  The  Hygienic  standards  of  establishments  visited  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  were  on  the  whole  fairly  good.  There  is,  however, 
still  room  for  considerable  improvement, 

4.  Food  Poisoning.  Ho  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


1,  National  Assistance  Act 


(i)  Carlingwark  House,  Castle  Douglas*  Steady  progress  was  mad©  at 
Carlingwark  House  during  the  year®  Those  residents  admitted  when  it 
was  opened  in  June,  1952,  came  to  look  on  it  as  their  home,  and 
admissions  throughout  1953  proceeded  steadily.  Every  attempt  is 
made  to  make  it  as  like  home  as  possihle.  Since  the  Matron  is  a 
nurse,  residents  are  nursed  as  far  as  possible  in  their  own  rooms  if 
they  should  happen  to  fall  ill.  This  has  been  found  by  experience 
to  give  some  comfort  to  old  people,  who  dread  being  sent  to  hospital® 


M,  Po  Total 

No,  of  residents  at  1/1/53  6 13  19 

Admitted  during  the  year  10  11  21 

Discharged  during  the  year  a®®®..®.®,,.®,,  6 5 H 

Died  during  the  year ® ™ 1 1 

No,  of  residents  at  3l/l2/53  10  18  28 


(ii)  Burnside  House®  No  new  cases  were  admitted  to  Burnside  House, 
and  arrangements  were  made  to  transfer  those  residents  remaining  in 
Burnside  House  to  other  accommodation,  Burnside  House  was  accordingly 
closed  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  in  July  1953* 


Burnside  House 


No,  of  residents  at  1/1/53  10 

Admitted  during  period  I/1/53  fo  7/T/53  • • 2 

Discharged  diiring  period  1/1/53  io  7/7/53  5 

No,  of  residents  at  7/7/53  7 

Cioninghame  Home 

No.  of  Stewartry  residents  at  7/7/53  » « ® ® ® 7 

Admitted  during  period  7/?/53  to  3l/l2/53  “ 

Discharged  during  period  7/7/53  to  3l/l2/53  4 

No.  of  residents  at  3l/l2/53  3 

In  Other  Institutions 

No.  of  residents  at  1/1/53  1 

Admitted  during  the  year  2 

Discharged  during  the  year  2 

No.  of  residents  at  31/12/53  ....e ® 1 


P.  Total 

6 16 

1 3 

1 6 

6 13 


6 

1 

2 

5 


13 

1 

6 

8 


2 3 

2 
2 

2 3 


(iii^  Welfare  Services 

Services  for  the  Blind.  The  Mission  to  the  Outdoor  Blind  in  Dumfries 
continued  to  act  as  agents  for  the  County  Council®  Arrangements  were 
made  with  Dr.  Sweet,  the  Consultant  Ophthalmologist  for  the  School  Eye 
Service,  to  examine  and  certify  persons  for  the  Blind  Register  in 
Castle^Douglas,  and  to  pay  domiciliary  visits  when  necessary.  Pormerly 
patients  had  to  travel  to  Dimafries  for  this  puJ?pose. 

Meetings  were  held  jointly  with  representatives  of  Dumfries  Coianty 
Co\Ancil,  Dumfries  Town  Council  and  the  Dumfries  and  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  a scheme  for  the  Welfare  Services  for 


the  Deaf  and  Dumb  was  prepared. 

M,  P.  Total 

No,  of  Blind  Persons  on  Register  at  1/1/53  23  20  43 

New  cases  certified  during  the  year  3 3 6 

Transferred  from  other  areas  1 2 3_ 

27  25  52 
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Mo 

Fo 

Total 

Transferred  to  other  areas  * * 

1 

.X. 

Died  during  the  year  

3 

4 

7 

Ho.  cf  Blind  Persons  on  Register  at 

31/12/53  

23 

21 

44 

Of  this  niunBer:- 

Employed  in  workshops  

2 

2 

In  open  employment  

1 

“ 

1 

Suitable  for  employment  

1 

1 

Hot  suitable  for  employment  ............... 

21 

19 

40 

23 

21 

44 

(iv)  Chiropody  Servioeo  During  the  year,  hy  arrangement  with  the 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Ci-oss  Society,  a 
Chiropody  Service  for  old  people  was  inaugurated*  Cases  are 
selected  hy  the  District  Nurse/Health  Visitors,  and  the  names  are 
forwarded  to  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Society,  who  arranges  for 
treatment  in  the  patient’s  own  home* 

(v)  Burials  (Section  50)°  Two  Burials  of  unclaimed  Bodies  were 
undertaken  during  the  year. 


2c.  Health  Educationo  As  in  previous  years,  the  Scottish  Cotincil  for 
Health  Education  organised  a lecture  tour  of  the  County  from  l6th  to 
20th  Marche 
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REPORT 

by 

COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT 


To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland 

The  County  Council  of  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright 
The  Town  Councils  of  Kirkcudbright 

Castle  Douglas 
Dalbeattie 
New  Galloway 
Gatehouse 


My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  req.uirement s of  the  Department  of  Health, 
I have  prepared,  and  herewith  submit,  my  report  upon  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Coianty  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953® 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  CLEMIEc 

County  Sanitary  Inspector^ 


Sanitary  Department, 
Dunmuir  Road, 

Castle  Douglas. 
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HOUSING 


Housing  continues  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  community 
and  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  during  the  year  82  County  Council 
houses  have  been  completed  and  22  new  houses  for  erection  by  private 
enterprise  were  approvedo  10  applications  were  received  for  the  erection 
of  new  houses  with  the  assistance  of  Grant  under  Section  3j  91  were 
approved  for  the  reconstruction  and  modernisation  with  the  aid  of  Grant 
lander  Section  111;  and  73  plans  were  approved  for  the  improvement  of 
properties,  Sogo  addition  of  scullery,  bathroom,  bedrooms.  Wo  Co  etco, 
without  Grant  assistance  and  in  some  cases  complete  reconstructiono 

To  date  no  detailed  survey,  as  required  by  Section  6,  has  been 
carried  out,  and  progress  with  unfit  houses  under  Section  9 been 
mainly  confined  to  dealing  with  houses  vacated  by  successful  applicants 
for  Council  houseso  No  notices  have  been  served  in  terms  of  Section  7? 
but  it  would  appear  that  reasonable  progress  is  being  made  regarding  the 
modernising  of  existing  properties  when  one  considers  the  figures  stated 
above u 

No  accurate  figure  of  the  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  County  can 
be  obtained,  as  no  survey  has  been  made  within  recent  years,  and  the 
extent  of  knowledge  of  overcrowding  is  mainly  derived  from  the  applica- 
tions for  County  Council  houseso 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1950-52 

Section  3°  During  the  year  ].0  applications  for  Grant  were  received  in 
respect  of  1 three-apartment,  8 f our-apartment  and  1 five-apartment 
houses^  Grants  were  approved  in  respect  of  3 three-apartment,  8 four- 
apartment,  and  1 five-apartment  houses o 

2 three -apartment , 10  f our-apartment  and  1 five-apartment  houses 
were  completed  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  7 thre e- apartment , 102 
four-apartment,  and  9 five-apartment  houses  completed  with  the  aid  of 
Grant  since  the  Scheme  came  into  forces, 

No.  of  visits  of  inspection  0...0.0.000  49 

Section  lllo  95  applications  for  Improvement  Grant  were  received  diiring 
the  year.  9I  of  these  were  approved,  3 withdrawn  and  1 refueedo 

No.  of  visits  of  inspection  ........oo.  209 

Section  9°  39  representations  were  made  and  notices  in  terms  of  Section 

9 were  servedo  I8  Closing  Orders  and  6 Demolition  Orders  were 
pronounced,  I3  undertakings  given  and  2 cancellations. 

Section  60  No  detailed  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  carried  out. 
Inspections  have  been  made  only  on  receipt  of  complaints  or  dealing  with 
a house  under  Section  9« 

Section  5«  No  notices  have  been  served  under  this  Section. 

Section  7o  No  notices  have  been  served  under  this  Section. 

BUILDING  BYELAWS 

The  n’jmber  of  plans  lodged  for  approval  under  the  Building  Byelaws 
amounted  to  433 • 

In  most  cases  the  Builder,  Architect  or  Owner  requested  a meeting 
at  the  site  of  alterations  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  this 
eliminated  a great  deal  of  adjustment  to  plane  submitted.  Details 

regarding  the  water  and  drainage  could  also  be  discussed  and  advice 

given  regarding  the  requirements  of  the  Byelaws. 
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The  works  were  regularly  inspected  during  progress  and  on  completion, 
and  the  drains,  septic  tanks,  and  disposal  of  effluent  were  inspected,  and, 
where  necessary,  smoke  tested* 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  but  during  the  year  was  5^0,  and  the 
number  of  drain  tests  carried  out  was  257 • 

DETAILS  OP  PLANS 


New  Houses 


Private  (22)  21 

Oounty  Oouncx.l  (4^)  ow*********************************  3 

Section  3 o********************************************  10 

Alterations  to  Houses 


Without  aid  of  Orant  oovvoeoo************************** 

SeCtXOn  llj.  o«oeo0*****o««oo*oo»«««0**e9*o«*»o««*ee*e>oo 

Dairy  Premises  (New)  

Other  Farm  Buildings  

c««oooo»oo9c«»*e*9co«ooeoae«e«o«»«««9*ce**«***««o««o 

70inpOX'0X^  SoOlS0S  oo»*«e0(»e*oo««»«os*9««««e«o«*«**o*ee««<»*e«O 

Petrol  Pumps  (6)  * 

Tents,  V^ans  and  Sheds  *«««0*0o*9»**e00o««00c»*««****«**«e««o 
Summer  But s ooo*««»**9o«o*a«**««0«o«e**o«o9***«o«e**««09**0o 

Electrxcity  Supplxes  099*0099000»«*9*9***09*9009*99*9*9*9**0 
Others  09e0a9*9999e9*9W9090*e9C99«09*99*999900*99*9999*90990 


73 

95 

8 

18 

27 

4 

5 

15 

3 

75 

76 


TOTAL  9 


9 9 * 


433 


SCAVENGING 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  the  Scavenging  Scheme  is  operated  by 
Contract,  and  this  method  has  proved  so  successful  in  the  past  that  a 
further  Contract  has  been  entered  into,  and  with  the  original  Contractors® 
Two  10  cubic  yard  side-loading  vehicles  are  employed  and  respectively  they 
cover  approximately  340  miles  each  week  (Saturday  excluded)® 

The  itinerary  was  rearranged  this  year  to  collect  Creetovm 
(approximately  240  houses),  which  had  in  the  past  been  carrying  out  this 
service  under  the  administration  of  the  local  District  Council®  The 
new  Forestry  Village  at  Bargrennan  (at  present  42  houses)  was  also 
included  in  the  Scheme®  The  inclusion  of  these  two  villages  meant  a 
curtailment  to  a once  weekly  collection  of  all  special  districts  throughout 
the  County,  a number  of  which  had  been  receiving  a twice  weekly  collection 
since  the  scheme  commenced  in  1948 o 

With  Creetown  now  in  the  Scheme  there  is  no  village  of  any  size  out“- 
with  the  Special  Scavenging  Scheme,  and  when  considering  that  the 
vehicles  have  a return  journey  of  distances  of  104,  80  and  70  miles  from 
the  base  to  the  furthest  Special  Scavenging  District,  this  is  a fair 
achievement  ® 

It  has  also  been  possible  in  some  instances  to  uplift  refuse,  at  a 
special  rate,  where  application  is  made,  from  roadside  houses  outwith  the 
Special  Scavenging  Districts  on  routes  taken  by  the  vehicles®  The  number 
of  properties  receiving  this  service  is  57 <> 

Three  refuse  tips  are  employed,  viz®  Aucheninnes  which  comprises  14 
acres  of  mossland  and  is  situated  a few  miles  from  Dalbeattie  and  serves 
the  Eastern  Area;  Castle  Douglas  Burgh  tip  is  also  mossland,  and  a rental 
is  paid  by  the  County  for  its  use  as  a tip  for  the  Central  Area  of- the 
County®  The  Western  Area  is  served  by  a tip  at  Stronord  which  is  a 
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disused  mine  shaft®  It  is  very  doubtful  if  the  tip  will  last  a further 
year® 

During  the  year  20  applications  were  made  for  the  service,  and  137 
visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the 
supervision  of  the  Scheme, 

36,604  miles  were  traversed  by  the  vehicles  and  3478  tons  8 cwts  of 
refuse  was  collected  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  I937  and  I948 

There  were  209  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  ~ 
101  in  the  landward  area  and  I08  in  the  Burghs  “ I78  with  mechanical 
power  and  16  without  mechanical  power®  I5  premises  under  Section  7 
which  are  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  are  also  included® 


224  visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out  to  these  premises  dtiring 
the  year. 

The  following  cases  reported  by  H,M,  Inspector  of  Factories  in  the 
course  of  inspection  were  dealt  with;-  Want  of  cleanliness,  1; 
conveniences  not  adequately  screened,  1;  no  artificial  means  of  lighting 
provided  for  W, C®  apartment,  1®  The  owners  were  advised  in  each  case, 
and  the  matter  was  remedied.  The  following  is  a note  of  the  industries 
carried  on  in  the  various  factories:-  '' 

Factories  using  Mechanical  Power 


Acrds 

Ardil  

Agricultural  Engineers  ® , 
Ammunition  Inspection  and 
Blacksmith  

Baker  ®99een9999999#09*99 

Bobbins 
Boot  Repairs 
Bone  Manure 
Bacon  Curing 
Cattle  Food 


o o o o o e o 


o o • • • 


o c e 


o • 9 • 


Cream,  Butter  and  Cheese 
Concrete 

Cabinets  ® . , . . ® . « . 
Cellulose  Spraying 

Dressmaking  

Electricity  Generation 
Egg  Grading  , ® , . , . . . ® . 

Firewood  

Gram  o®®,*#,,,® 

Granite  Crushing 

Gas  09990®9,999® 

Gloves  0,9999 
Hosiery  o*,®® 

Harness 
Joiner 
J eweller 
Motor  Repairs 
Mince  and  Sausages 
Meat  Mincing  999.9. 

Motor  Body  Building 
Milk  Pasteurising 


99040909 

• •000990 

• ••••co«oooo 

000«9«»00000909 
0000000099900 

• •••••oo 


9 c e o 


0 0 9 9 


oooooooooooooo 


Gleaning 


0 0 9 0 0 9 


00949000 


OOOOOOOO 


0 9 0 0 9 


o o 9 e o 


O O 0 O O 9 


• 0000009 


00909000 


9«909900 


• ♦••••••08900 

• 000009099099 
9000000U000090090 

• 00d0090009000900 

• •••ooeooooooooco 

• 9000080090090000 


c 0 


o 9 


e o 


9 9 o o o 
0 • o o o 


oeooovooooooooouu 
9tf99000900 
OOOOOoOOO 

• 00009009 
cooceooo 
oorooooo 

99009000 
900000CO 

oooooooo 

• OOOOOOOO 
eoooooooo 


C 9 O O 


o • 


o o 


• 9 


9 • O 9 9 
oo*o09oe 
• 0«09C0« 


oooooooo 


0 9 0 0 


00090000000 


• ••09900 

oooooooo 

0 0 0 9 0 

• • « o o 

0 0 9 0 0 

0 0 0 0 9 

o o e o o 

9 0 0 0 0 

O 9 o o o 

O 9 • O O 

9 O • O O 

0 V • 9 O 

0 9 9 9 0 

C O O 9 0 

• • o • o 

• 0 o 0 o 

O 9 0 O 0 

9 O O O O 


• O O 9 O 


9 • o o o • e 


0 0 0 9 
• o o o 
o o • 0 


Carry  forward 


X 

4 

1 

6 

15 

2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

3 
1 

4 

5 
3 
1 

, 2 
, 1 

> 23 
, 2 

> 24 

^ 5 

5 

, 1 
, 2_ 
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Brought  f orward  13 6 


Printing  3 

Pork  Pies  and  Sausages  1 

Sawmills  31 

Sculptor  1 

Tailor  1 

Transformer  and  Cooker  Repairs  3 

Upholstery 1 

Whey  Condensing  1 


TOTAL  178 


Factories  using  no  Mechanical  Power 


Baker 

Boots  

Dress  alterations  ..... 

Rosiery  ............ .o. 

d omer  ................ 

Sculptor 

Tailor 


o«**eo*«  ••••• 


2 

1 

1 

T 

6 

1 

4 


TOTAL  16 
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FOOD  Am)  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  I928 


During  the  year  I90  samples  (57  formal  and  133  test)  were  taken  hy 
the  sampling  officers  under  the  above  Aoto  Details  of  the  samples  are 
given  in  the  following  table. 


Article 


Formal  Test  Total  AduDterated 


o o o • • 


o o • « 


• •o«»*coo 


o • a g V c 9 

a e o o • a o 


• • • 0 • • 

• • • • • o 


o o 


a Q a • • « e 


aaaaoaaa 


aooaaaoaoa 

ecaoeaccae 


aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaoaa 

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaeaao 

oaa  aaoaoaaa  acaaacoe 


a 9 o 


a o a a 


Milk  o . . . 

Ice  Cream 
Vinegar 
Olive  Oil 
S O up  t)  e • . 

Macaroni 
Pickles 
Tinned  Peas 
Tinned  Beans 
Jam 

Rice  

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 
Beetroot 
Sauce 

Baking  Powder 
P epper  . . . . . « 

Margarine  . . , 

Butter 
Flour 

Jelly  Cream 
Marmalade 
Salad  Oil  . . , 

Cooking  Fat 
Beef  Suet  .......... 

Ox  Tongue  Meat  Paste 
Custard  Powder 
Mixed  Vegetables 
Green  Pea  Soup 
Salad  Cream  ......o... 

Tomato  Ketchup  • 

Barley  

Spaghetti 
Bournvita  . « . 

Scotch  Broth 
Sago  Creamola 
Sugar  ....... 

T ea  oe....... 

Sardines  .... 

Whisky  ...... 

Mince 

Pork  Sausages  

Beef  Sausages  

Double  Cream 

Syrup  of  Figs  

Creamola  Dessert  Powder 

Semolina  

Corxif lour  . .......... 

Arrowroot  ........... 

"Pom"  Potato  Powder  . 

Glycerine  

Ground  Rice  

Chicken  Meat  Paste  .. 

Ham  Meat  Paste 

Sausage  

Liquorice  Allsorts  «. 

Lard  


O • O • 9 6 


• 9 O 9 • O 


• •00 


• e • c o o 

9 • o e o o 


••  O • • 9 O 


099999909# 

000990C*9999 
99990999090999 


9 9 9 9 9 


C 9 O 
9 0 0 


99999009009999999999 


9999 

9 9 9 0 


0 9 0 
9 9 9 


0 9 


9990909999999 


9 0 9 9 9 


9 9 9 9 9 0 
9 9 0 0 9 0 
0 9 9 9 9 9 


0 9 9 0 0 


09999999990099 


9 9 0 9 9 0 
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10 

9 

2 

1 


69 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


97 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2' 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

10 

9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 


11 

1 


57 


133 


190 


14 
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The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  two  Formal  samples  of  milk  were,  in 
his  opinion,  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of  13  and  8 per  cent 
respectively.  In  both  cases  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  a 
fine  of  £5  was  imposed. 

Two  formal  samples  of  mince  were  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  to 
contain  Sulphite  Preservative  equivalent  to  38O  and  148  parts  per  million 
by  weight  or  thereby  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  respectively.  On  legal  proceed- 
ings being  instituted  a fine  of  £3  was  imposed  in  the  first  case  and  an 
admonishment  in  the  second. 

A formal  sample  of  ice  cream  was  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  to 
be  not  genuine  in  respect  that  it  was  deficient  of  at  least  16  per  cent 
of  fat,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  Pood  Standard  (Ice  Cream) 

Order,  1953*  Ttie  Producer  was  advised  to  remedy  the  deficiency,, 

It  was  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  that  nine  formal  samples  of 
milk,  all  from  one  source,  were  not  genuine  in  respect  that  they  were 
deficient  in  Non-Fatty  Solids  equivalent  to  the  addition  of  3j  6,  10,  5> 

If  7>  3>  3 and  7 per  cent  or  thereby  of  water.  Legal  proceedings  were 
instituted,  a plea  of  guilty  was  tendered  and  a fine  of  £10  was  imposed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES)  &c.,  in  POOD)  REGULATIONS 

Nine  seunples  of  mince  and  six  of  sausages  were  sulanitted  for 
analysis  and  all  examined  for  the  presence  of  preservatives.  As 
previously  stated,  two  samples  of  mince  were  foimd  to  contain  preservat- 
ives, and  a fine  of  £3  was  imposed  in  one  instance  and  an  admonishment  in 
the  other. 

MARGARINE 

The  Labelling  and  Wrapping  of  Margarine  to  comply  with  the  Margarine 
Regulations,  continues  to  receive  attention.  There  appears  to  be  very 
little,  if  any,  bulk  margarine  in  the  shops  now,  and  any  margarine 
offered  is  pre-packed  and  properly  wrapped  and  labelled. 

LABELLING  OP  POOD  ORDER 

Attention  was  also  given  to  the  statutory  requirements  of  this  order 
while  visiting  shops,  and  it  was  found,  on  the  whole,  to  be  complied  with. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  POODS 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  I897. Section  43 

During  inspection  of  shops  attention  is  also  directed  to  the  detection 
of  any  xmsovind  food.  The  Shopkeeper,  in  most  cases,  realises  the  danger 
connected  with  unsound  food,  and  notifies  this  Department  when  he  is  suspi- 
cious of  anything  out  of  the  ordinary.  During  the  year  articles  of  food 
surrendered  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  cons^lmption  resulted  in  154 
Certificates  being  issued  to  holders  of  the  goods.  The  weight  of  food- 
stuff involved  amounted  to  II76  lbs.  3 ozs.  and  covered  a wide  variety, 
e.g.  Ltincheon  Meat,  Boiled  Ham,  Soups,  Condensed  Milk,  Sugar,  Pish,  Fruit, 
etc. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  I926 

The  requirements  of  this  Act  received  the  attention  of  this  Department 
during  routine  visits  to  shops. 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  I926 

Three  official  samples  were  taken  under  the  above  Act  and  were  found  to 
comply  with  the  requirements. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CLEANSING  OF  SHELL-FISH)  ACT,  I932 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  the  condition 
of  mussels  and  shell-fish  exposed  for  sale, 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

This  part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector' s work  is  assuming  a great  deal 
of  importance  and  rightly  so  when  the  increase  in  the  number  of  food 
poison  cases  in  the  country  is  considered.  As  the  law  stands  at  present 
very  little  can  be  done,  but  it  is  hoped  that  when  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  become  law  there  will  be  something  more  definite  to  go  on« 

THE  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,1951 

There  are  no  registered  shops  under  the  above  Act  in  the  Co’onty, 

THE  ALKALI,  &c.,  WORKS  (SCOTLAND)  ORDER,  I95I 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  there  are  no  factories  in  the  County 
discharging  "noxious  or  offensive  gas"  as  defined  in  terms  of  the  above 
Order, 


METHYLATED  SPIRITS  (SALE  BY  RETAIL)  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  I914 

There  are  I8  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  for  the  sale  of 
methylated  spirits,  and  visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out  regularly, 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  I933 
The  Poison  List  (Amendment)  Order,  1951 

There  are  23  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  for  the  sale  of 
poison  in  terms  of  the  Act,  and  visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out 
regularly. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  I95I 
There  are  no  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  in  the  County, 

SHOP  ACT,  1950 

Section  38,  No  action  was  required  under  Section  38  of  "the  above  Act  in 
respect  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  shops, 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  I914 

Premiseso  The  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board  have  commenced  a pilot  scheme 
in  this  County  for  the  collection  of  milk  by  the  tanker  system,  23  farms 
have  been  selected  and  some  have  been  provided  with  a I80  and/or  300  gallon 
holders,  which  will  retain  the  milk  at  a temperatirre  of  not  more  than  40°« 
Alterations  are  being  carried  out  to  the  premises  to  accommodate  the  holders 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  commence  in  January,  1954® 

The  number  of  inspections  of  dairy  premises  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year  was  478 Inspections  were  mainly  connected  with 
cleanliness. 

It  would  appear  from  the  inspections  that  the  niomber  of  premises  in 
disrepair  is  fairly  considerable,  and  this  is  \inderstandable  to  a certain 
extent  as  the  building  labour  has  been  mainly  engaged  in  house  building, 
but  I think  this  point  is  requiring  some  attention. 

Registration.  During  the  year  19  premises  were  brought  into  conformity 
with  the  Dairy  Byelaws  and  were  registered.  There  were  37  Transfers  of 
Registration  and  in  each  case  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made  an  inspection  of 
the  premises.  If  the  premises  did  not  comply  with  the  Dairy  Byelaws,  the 
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producer  was  informed  of  the  defects,  and  an  undertaking  was  obtained  from 
him  that  the  works  would  he  completed  at  an  early  date,  before  Registration 
was  recommended.  Applications  were  also  dealt  with  in  respect  of  13 
Amended  Registrations,  A total  'of  69  for  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Registered  premises  within  the 
County  at  31st  December,  1953® 

No.  of  premises  Registered  at  1/1/53  533 

No.  of  New  Premises  Registered  during  1953  .oe®.®.,®®®.®*.,,,..,,,,,.®  I9 

No.  of  premises  Registered  at  31/12/53  552 

No.  of  premises  still  to  be  Registered  ,,00, ......... .o.,,.,,,,,,,,..,  10 


ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  I948 

At  31st  December,  1953?  there  were  24  Certificates  of  Registration  in 
force  in  respect  of  premises,  and  4 Certificates  of  Registration  in  respect 
of  vehicles  fox'  the  sale  of  ica  cream. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  position  with  regard  to 
applications 

Premises  Vehicles 

No,  of  Registrations  graxxted 

No.  of  Registrations  cancelled  ....... ..c,.,,,,..,,,  - — 

Total  Noo  of  Registrations  in  force  at 

31st  December , 1953  24  4 

Sampling,  During  the  year  there  were  63  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  following  table  shows  the  position  with 
regard  to  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  these  samples:- 


No,  of  Samples 

No,  of  Satis- 

No,  of  Unsatis- 

Description 

Examined 

factory  results 

factory  results 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

44 

36 

8 

Pre-packed  Ice  Cream 

19 

18 

1 

TOTAL 

63 

54 

9 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  9 of  samples  submitted 

were  xmsatisf actory,  3 were  from  one  manufacturer,  2 from  another  manufac- 
turer, and  another  3 were  from  premises  selling  loose  ice  creajn.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  bacteriological  examination  of  one  pre-packed 
sample  shows  B.coli  present  in  3 tubes. 

There  is  no  statutory  bacteriological  standard  laid  down  for  Ice  Cream 
in  the  Regulations,  but  it  is  suggested  by  the  Department  of  Health  that  a 
bacterial  coimt  of  more  than  100,000  organisms  per  gram  or  the  presence  of 
coliform  organisms  in  l/lOOth  part  of  a gram  of  ice  cream  may  reasonably  be 
taken  as  suggesting  the  possibility  of  a fault  in  methods  of  manufacture, 
storage  or  distx'ibution  of  ice  cream,  and  it  has  been  accordingly  recommended 
that  local  authorities  adopt  these  provisional  standards  as  an  administrative 
aid, 

78  retailers  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  are  on  the  register  and,  while  it 
is  not  necessary  vinder  the  Regulations  for  these  premises  to  be  registered, 
this  Department  has  been  notified  in  most  cases  by  the  retailer  or  the  manu- 
fact\irer,  and  consent  obtained  previous  to  the  premises  being  supplied, 

168  visits  of  inspection  etc. , to  premises  were  made  during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1932 

Hawking  of  Meat»  Under  Article  15 > one  licence  is  still  in  existence. 
The  storage  accommodation  was  inspected  from  time  to  time  during  the 
year,  and  was  fo\ind  to  he  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Meat  Inspection,  Slaughtering  is  still  established  at  Castle  Douglas 
slaughterhouse,  and  meat  inspection  is  carried  out  there  hy  a part- 
time  Meat  Inspector.  The  meat  is  afterwards  distributed  to  the 
butchers  throughout  the  County  by  motor  transport.  The  following  are 
details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  wholly  and  partially  condem- 
ned during  the  year. 


Weight  (in  lbs,) 
Condemned 


Class  of 

Wholly 

Partially 

Meat 

Animals 

Slaughtered 

Condemned 

Condemned 

and  Offals 

Cattle 

1466 

75 

1146 

67516 

Sheep 

30748 

186 

795 

14887 

Pigs 

485 

6 

193 

1826 

Calves 

10201 

154 

486 

8391 

42900 

421 

2620 

92620 

The  only  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  County  is  that  owned  by 
Messrs,  Rogerson  and  Black,  Bacon  Curers,  Kirkcudbright,  and  is  situated 
at  the  premises  of  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board  in  the  Parish  of 
Twynholm,  New  premises  are  at  present  in  the  course  of  construction 
within  the  Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  these  are  expected  to  be  occupied 
in  the  early  part  of  1954. 

The  following  are  details  of  pigs  slaughtered  and  carcases  wholly 
and  partially  condemned  during  the  year. 


Class  of 
Animals 


Pigs 


Fholly  Partially 
Slaughtered  Condemned  Condemned 


Weight  (in  lbs.) 
Condemned 
Meat 

and  Offals 


6179 


973 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  I897,  Sec.  32 
OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


There  is  one  offensive  trade  in  terms  of  the  above  Section  and  that 
is  a Knackery  which  is  situated  near  the  village  of  Rhonehouse.  Visits 
of  inspection  were  made  throughout  the  year,  and  the  business  was  found 
to  be  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner.  No  complaints  were 
received. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

One  Rat  Survey or/Trapper  is  employed  by  the  County  binder  the  above 
Act,  and  a motor  cycle  and  sidecar  is  provided  as  transport. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  carry  out  a survey  of  the  County  but  the 
demanifor  the  services  of  the  surveyor  has  been  so  great  that  this  has 
somewhat  curtailed  the  survey.  The  procedure  has  been  to  carry  out  an 
inspection  of  industrial  premises,  farms,  factories  etc.,  and  if  evidence 
of  infestation  is  found  the  attention  of  the  occupier  or  owner  is  drawn 
to  Any  infestation,  and  the  Rat  Trapper's  services  are  offered.  Dwelling 
houses  are  treated  free  of  charge.  Treatment  is  also  carried  out  at 

- V 


i 
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refuse  tips  in  the  Burghs  and  County., 


Warfarin  is  the  poison  mainly  used,  as  it  has  heen  found  that  this 
is  the  safest  preparation  for  use  on  farms  which  are  the  properties 
mainly  dealt  with  in  the  County^  Cyanogas  and  traps  are  also  used 
when  required.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  type  of 
premises  and  the  nvunber  of  visits  of  inspection  to  these  premiseso 


Local  Business  or  Igri- 

Authority  Bwelling  Industrial  cultural 
Properties  Houses  Premises  Properties  TOTAL 


lo  Number  of  proper- 
ties inspected  by 
the  Local  Author- 
ity during  1953 
as  a result  of 
notification  or 


otherwise. 

26 

150 

26 

432 

634 

Number  of  above 
properties  foijind 
to  be  infested  by 
rats  or  mice® 

9 

90 

6 

121 

226 

Number  of  above 
infested  proper- 
ties cD.eared  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the 
Local  Authority ;- 
(1)  as  separate  \inits 

9 

90 

6 

121 

226 

(2)  in  coxiTse  of 

"Block"  operations 
carried  out  xmder 
Section  6(  l)  ^oi* 
under  informal 
arrangements. 

TOTAL 

9 

90 

6 

121 

226 

Number  of  "Block" 
operations  carried  out;  NIL 


IV.  Number  of  Notices  served 
imder  Section  4»~ 

(1)  Treatment  NIL 

(2)  Works  NIL 

V.  Ntunber  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
by  Local  Authority  follow- 
ing issue  of  notice  \inder 


Section  4*  I^IL 

VI.  Number  of  notices  issued 

linder  Section  6(2)  NIL 

VII.  Niimber  of  Ships  treated  NIL 

VIII. Nximber  of  Rodent  Control 

Certificates  issued.  NIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  I897 
Nuisances  and  Complaints 

Ihiring  the  year  79  complaints  were  received  and  135  visits  were  made 
in  connection  therewith.  These  complaints  were  mainly  in  connection 
with  defective  drainage,  illicit  dumping,  dampness  etc.  A bovine  carcase 
was  washed  up  on  the  rocks,  and  was  reported  to  this  Department  by  the 
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Police,  arrangements  were  made  and  the  carcase  was  removed  before  it 
gave  rise  to  a serious  nuisance,, 

SMOKE  EMISSION 

As  stated,  one  factory  adjoining  a Burgh  was  causing  a nuisance  by 
the  excessive  emission  of  black  smoke,  but  since  the  installation  of 
certain  machinery,  no  official  complaints  have  been  received, 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

174  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis 
during  the  year.  Technical  advice  was  given  in  the  introduction  of 
water  supplies  to  farms  and  private  dwellings.  The  source  of  water 
supply  for  new  houses  and  these  reconstructed  with  the  aid  of  Grant  is 
fully  investigated,  and  a sample  is  taken  for  analysis,  A niamber  of 
samples  are  also  taken  where  it  is  intended  to  renew  the  water  piping 
with  assistance  from  the  Department  of  Agricultxire. 

Monthly  bacteriological  sampling  of  Village  and  Burgh  water 
supplies  was  continued  during  the  year,  and  234  samples  were  dispatched 
to  the  County  Bacteriologist, 

430  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  in  connection  with  water 
supplies. 


RIVERS  (PREVENTION  OP  POLLUTION)  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  I951 

The  Solway  River  Purification  Board  (Area  & Establishment) 

Order,  1953 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  there  are  four  rivers  in  the  County, 
and  now  that  the  Solway  River  Purification  Board  has  been  established 
there  will  be  more  direction  regarding  the  discharge  of  effluent.  The 
following  are  the  rivers:- 

RIVER  DEE  - The  crude  sewage  from  the  Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  is  dis- 
charged into  the  tidal  waters  of  this  river,  although  the  sewage  from  a 
new  housing  scheme  for  approximately  50“60  houses  is  discharged  into  a 
septic  tank  before  finally  discharging  into  the  river.  The  River  Ken, 
a tributary  of  the  Dee,  receives  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  tanks  of 
the  Burgh  of  New  Galloway  and  also  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  tank  from 
the  village  of  Dairy, 

RIVER  CREE  - The  villages  of  Minnigaff  and  Creebridge  are  a Special 
Drainage  District,  and  a proper  sewage  system  has  been  provided  with  a 
septic  tank.  The  effluent  from  the  tank  discharges  into  the  waters  of 
this  river,  A small  sewage  scheme  has  recently  been  constructed  to  take 
the  sewage  from  approximately  30-40  houses  at  Kirroughtrie,  Minnigaff, 

RIVER  URR  - Crude  sewage  from  the  Burgh  of  Dalbeattie  is  discharged  into 
the  tidal  waters  of  this  river.  The  effluent  from  the  septic  tank  for 
Palnackie  Special  Drainage  District  also  discharges  into  these  tidal  waters. 
The  effluent  from  the  septic  tank  in  connection  with  the  drainage  system 
for  Haugh  of  Urr  and  Hardgate  discharges  into  this  river, 

RIVER  FLEET  - The  effluent  from  the  sewage  tanks  of  the  Burgh  of  Gatehouse 
is  discharged  into  the  tidal  waters  of  this  river. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Investigations  and  disinfections  were  carried  out  and  reports  made  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  connection  with  52  cases  of  infectious 
disease. 
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BURGH  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT 
REPORT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  I953 


I wish  to  record  that  this  is  my  last  Annual  Report  as  Burgh  Sanitary 
Inspector., 

On  my  appointment  as  Area  Sanitary  Inspector  in  1947  "to  Kirkcudbright 
County  Council,  the  Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  was  included  in  my  area  and  I 
was  responsible  to  the  late  Dr,  Alex,  Fraser,  who  was  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  duties  of  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  the  Burgho 

This  arrangement  existed  until  Dr^  Fraser's  death  in  1951?  when  I was 
appointed  County  Sanitary  Inspector,  I was  then  appointed  the  Burgh 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  understanding  that  when  the  present  Burgh 
Surveyor  retired,  they  would  be  appointing  their  own  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Bxirgh  Surveyor,  which  they  did  in  195 3 <> 

I would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Members  of  the  Town 
Coiincil  and  the  Town  Clerk  for  the  assistance  and  consideration  given  to  me 
d\iring  my  term  of  office, 

WATER  SUPPLY  - The  Loch  Whinyeon  supply  continues  to  be  of  good  quality 
and  of  ample  sufficiency.  The  trouble  last  year  when  the  Burgh  was  with- 
out a supply  for  a short  time  has. not  occurred  again  and  the  supply  was 
maintained  satisfactorily, 

DRAINAGE  SYSTEM  - The  drainage  system  consists  mainly  of  conduits  and 
appeared  to  f\xnction  fairly  satisfactorily.  The  drainage  from  the  22  new 
houses  have  been  connected  to  the  main  sewer  serving  Bourtree  Park  and 
Dove croft. 

SEWAGE  PURIFICATION  - The  sewage  passes  directly  to  the  tidal  river,  the 
banks  of  which  are  fairly  steep  and  no  offensive  matter  is  left  on  the 
slopes.  The  drainage  from  the  22  new  houses  have  been  connected  to  the 
septic  tank  serving  Bourtree  Park  and  Dovecroft, 

HOUSING  - 12  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  at  Dovecroft  and  good 

progress  is  being  made  on  the  others.  Work  on  the  roads  and  drainage 
for  the  erection  of  22  new  houses  has  commenced, 

SCAVENGING  - Diomping  is  still  continuing  at  Barrhill  wood  and  appears  to 
be  fairly  satisfactory.  The  County  Rodent  Control  Officer  keeps  the 
site  under  close  surveillance.  The  refuse  is  collected  by  motor  vehicle, 

NUISANCES  AND  COMPLAINTS  - Sixteen  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year;  these  were  mainly  in  Connection  with  defective  housing,  drainage, 
refuse  etc, , Thirty-eight  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  all  complaints  had  been  remedied, 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  - 4I  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the 
various  Factories  and  Workshops  throughout  the  Burgh,  but  nothing  was 
fo\ind  to  which  exception  could  be  taken. 
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BURGH  OF  CASTL  E-B  0 U G L A S 
REPORT  BY  THE  SAUITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  I953 

REFUSE  REMOVAL  - The  refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  a 12  cubic 
yard  low  loading  refuse  vehicle  which  is  giving  excellent  performance o 
Refuse  is  collected  daily  from  7<>30  a.m,  to  noon  by  two  collectors  and 
the  driver  of  the  vehiclso 

Another  service  which  is  still  rendered  by  the  department  is  the 
removal  in  reasonable  quantities  of  garden  refuse. 

The  daily  yield  of  household  refuse  was  approximately  8 tons. 

DISPOSAL  “ The  method  of  disposal  is  still  by  controlled  tipping  and 
throughout  the  year  this  branch  of  the  work  gave  no  cause  for  complaint. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  one  coup^situated  on  low  marshy  ground. 

This  dump  is  kept  under  periodic  inspection  by  a part-time  man  whose 
duty  it  is  to  spread  and  level  all  incoming  refuse,  and  also  to  prevent 
any  paper  from  blowing  into  adjoining  property. 

STREET  SWEEPING  - Street  sweeping  was  performed  on  the  same  lines  as 
previously  and  continues  to  give  satisfaction.  Particular  attention 
is  given  to  the  daily  sweeping  of  classified  roads,  and  the  periodic 
emptying  of  street  gullies. 

NUISANCES  "=  Most  of  the  nuisances  consisted  of  stoppages  in  drains 
pertaining  to  our  own  houses,  and  these  have  been  dealt  with  satis- 
factorily. Twenty-foiar  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  - 

12  referred  to  choked  drains 

10  referred  to  dampness  on  outside  walls  of  Council 
Houses. 

2 referred  to  water  supply. 

With  regard  to  the  water  supply,  these  complaints  were  of  insufficient 
pressure  and  were  remedied  by  scraping  of  the  water  pipe. 

SEWAGE  PURIFICATION  and  DISPOSAL  - The  system  of  sewage  purification 
in  the  Burgh  was  operated  efficiently  during  the  year.  More  care  was 
stressed  with  the  operation  of  the  piping  arrangements  to  prevent  flood- 
ing of  the  sedimentation  tanks  during  periods  of  heavy  rain. 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE  - During  the  year  eighteen  smoke  tests  were  carried  out 
at  the  housing  scheme  and  at  several  properties  in  the  Burgh,  and  all 
were  passed  as  satisfactory. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE  - Fifty-six  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  the  Slaughter- 
house during  the  year,  and  on  all  occasions  it  was  found  that  the  premises 
were  kept  in  good  condition.  Lime-washing,  painting  and  repairs  were 
carried  out  in  the  spring  of  the  year  by  our  own  men  as  has  always  been  the 
custom. 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  animals  were  slaughtered:- 
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Month 

Oxen 

Cows 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

• Swine  Export  Sheep 

J anuary 

48 

13 

4 

1105 

566 

11 

3720 

February 

45 

21 

8 

1561 

503 

6 

3500 

March 

69 

26 

10 

1775 

425 

38 

2100 

April 

58 

42 

14 

845 

424 

76 

- 

May 

55 

24 

2 

424 

225 

= 

June 

29 

32 

17 

287 

464 

23 

July 

83 

72 

25 

211 

471 

39 

August 

162 

46 

22 

153 

589 

38 

September 

134 

18 

14 

585 

778 

33 

4490 

October 

107 

39 

13 

1467 

1459 

84 

3400 

November 

54 

41 

6 

1042 

772 

73 

3960 

December 

69 

37 

7 

746 

558 

64 

2344 

Total 

913 

411 

142 

10201 

7234 

485 

23514 

Class  of  Animal 

No® 

slaughtered 

Oxen 

913 

Cows 

411 

Bulls 

142 

Sheep 

7234 

Calves 

10201 

Swine 

^ 485 

Export 

Sheep 

23514 

42900 

Visits 

of  inspection 

were  paid  to  Butchers, 

Fishmongei's, 

Fruit  and 

other  shops 

in  the 

> Burgh, 

and  it 

was  found 

that 

all  premises 

were  kept 

in  good  condition. 

SCHOOLS  »>  All  the  schools  in  the  Burgh  are  kept  in  a clean  condition 
and  "buildings  in  good  order*  The  cleansing  and  flushing  of  all  sanitary 
conveniences  receive  good  attention. 

WATER  - During  the  year  the  water  level  at  Loch  Roan  maintained  a 
fairly  constant  level.  The  average  water  level  for  the  year  was  53"® 

The  water  meter  was  overhauled  during  the  year  after  Being  in 
constant  operation  since  1947®  The  average  daily  consum.ption  for  the 
Burgh  and  district  was  266,000  gallons. 

HOUSING  - At  the  beginning  of  the  year  11  4~apartment  and  l8  3-apartment 
houses  were  under  construction®  5 4"apartment  houses  and  14  3“’apartment 
houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Work  on  the  construction  of  42  houses  at  Wheatcroft  scheme  was 
commenced  during  the  year. 

PRI"7ATE  ENTERPRISE  - Pour  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  IMPRO"\TEMENTS  - The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  at 
existing  properties  d\aring  the  year:~ 


W,  Henry,  20  Cotton  Street, 

WoD.  Gillespie,  Diinmuir  House. 

R.  Smart,  6 Cotton  Street® 

G,  Duffy,  49a  Car lingwark. Street. 
Castle-Douglas  Town  Council. 

J.  Grierson,  7 Church  Street. 


Installation  of  bathroom® 
Improvements  at  98  Queen  St® 
Installation  of  bathroom® 
Improvements  at  256  King  St® 
Improvements  at  Isle  House® 
Installation  of  bathroom  at 
17  Cotton  Street® 
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Mrs.  Aitken,  72  Garlingwark  Street. 
Wo  Neale,  27  Carlingwark  Street, 

James  S,  Ewen,  Normandale, 

R.H.  Field,  72  King  Street. 


Improvements  to  dwellinghouse 
Reconstruction  of  Nos.  73  and 
75  Carlingwark  Street  to 
form  one  dwellinghouse. 
Installation  of  bath  and  wash- 
hand  basin  at  9 Church  St. 
Installation  of  bath  and  wash- 
hand  basin  in  boxroom. 


GENERAL  INSPECTIONS  - The  Public  Conveniences  at  the  top  and  lower  ends 
of  the  town  are  kept  clean  and  well  looked  after  and  still  continue  to  be 
of  great  service  to  the  public. 


ROBERT  G.  FORBES o 
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BURGH  OF  DALBEATTIE 
REPORT  BY  THE  SAHITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  I953 


WATER  SUPPLY  •»  There  were  no  complaints  received  in  respect  of  the 
water  supply;  this  was  prohahly  due  to  the  precautionary  measures  applied 
at  the  reservoir  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

SEWAGE  AND  DRAINAGE  SYSTEM  - There  were  no  complaints  received  during 
the  year,  and  the  system  continues  to  f\mction  satisfactorily,, 

CLEANSING  - There  were  no  complaints  received  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  this  servicco  The  refuse  dump  at  Moss  Road  has  now  been  fenced  and  is 
kept  in  a satisfactory  condition, 

HOUSING  - There  were  3 houses  completed  by  private  enterprise.  The 
Copland  Street/William  Street  Housing  Scheme  which  was  started  early  in  the 
year  is  rapidly  nearing  completion,  and  most  of  the  houses  are  now  occupied. 
Improvements  continue  to  be  made  to  some  of  the  older  properties,  and 
during  the  year  10  plans  were  approved  for  the  provision  of  new  bathrooms, 
and  the  addition  of  extra  bedrooms.  In  all  cases  the  owners  were  advised 
and  assisted  before  the  start  and  during  the  progress  of  the  work.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  4 applications  were  still  outstanding, 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  ~ The  public  conveniences  are  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  and  no  complaints  were  received  during  the  year, 

NUISANCES  AND  COMPLAINTS  - I5  nuisances  and  complaints  were  received  and 
investigated  during  the  year  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take 
statutory  action  londer  the  Public  Health  Act,  1897®  Tii©  complaints  mainly 
consisted  of  dampness  in  houses,  defective  sanitary  fittings  and  in  two 
instances  coal  gas  entering  houses  from  defective  gas  mains, 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  -=  36  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  Factories 

and  in  two  cases  notices  were  sent  to  the  owners  in  respect  of  unsuitable 
W.C,  accommodation,  and  lack  of  cleanliness.  The  defaults  in  each  instance 
were  remedied, 

ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS  - Inspections  of  all  premises  where  ice 
cream  is  manufactured  and/or  retailed  continue  to  be  made.  During  the 
year  34  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst,  and  all 
samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory, 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  I928  - 36  samples  were  taken  during  the 

year  and  in  one  case  adulteration  was  found.  The  defendant  tendered  a plea 
of  guilty  and  was  fined  £3. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  - 183  lbs,  of  foodstuff  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 

consumption  and  was  dealt  with.  The  foodstuff  consisted  of  Butter,  Cheese 
and  various  tinned  foods. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  I914  “ Regular  inspections  continue  to  be 
made  to  all  milk  producers  and  retailers  within  the  Burgh  and  were  found  to 
be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  “ There  were  two  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year.  One  patient  was  removed  to  hospital  and  the  necessary 
precautions  were  adopted, 

DISINFECTIONS  - In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  fxomigate  houses  prior 
to  the  removal  of  tenants  to  Council  houses. 
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BUHGH  OP  NEW  GALLOWAY 
REPORT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  I953 


I 


WATER  SUPPLY  - No  complaints  were  made  regarding  the  water  supply  during 
the  year.  A sample  was  taken  every  month  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  these  proved  mainly  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  - The  septic  tardc  on  the  main  sewer  was  cleaned  out  during  the 
year  and  everything  appeared  to  be  in  order,  with  the  exception  that  the 
owner  of  Kenmure  Mains  Farm  complains  that  the  channel  carrying  the 
effluent  from  the  septic  tank  requires  to  be  cleaned  out,  as  it  is  restric- 
ting the  flow  of  drainage  from  the  surrounding  fields.  This  will  require 
attention. 

HOUSING  - The  scheme  of  I9  houses  being  erected  by  the  Forestry  Commission 
is  slowly  nearing  completion,  and  the  first  of  the  houses  are  occupied. 


PUBLIC  CONVEITIENCE  - The  convenience  is  always  satisfactorily  maintained, 

NUISANCES  “ With  the  exception  of  the  sewage  effluent  mentioned  above  one  ,| 
complaint  was  received  during  the  year,  this  was  of  a minor  nature  and  was  |' 

remedied  without  the  necessity  of  statutory  proceedings. 

I 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  - During  the  year  8 inspections  of  Factories  and  [j 
Workshops  were  made,  but  nothing  was  found  to  which  exception  could  be  taken. 
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BURGH  OF  GATEHOUSE 
REPORT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953 


WATER  SUPPLY  - There  were  no  complaints  of  the  water  supply  during  the 
yearo  Samples  were  taken  at  monthly  intervals  for  hacteriological 
examination  and  these  proved  satisfactory* 

DRAINAGE  - The  drainage  system  continues  to  work  satisfactorily^  and 
everything  appeared  in  order* 

SCAVENGING  and  CLEANSING  ~ These  services  continued  to  operate  success' 
fully  during  the  year* 


DAIRIES  and  MILKSHOPS  ■=  Messrs*  Grierson,  Pulcree,  produce  and  bottle 
milk  from  the  one  Designated  Dairy  in  the  Burgh*  The  Milk  is  retailed 
in  the  Burgh  by  the  Stewartry  Dairy  Association  Limited®  On  inspection, 
the  premises  were  always  found  in  a satisfactory  condition* 

\ 

NUISANCES  “ One  complaint  was  received  during  the  year,  this  was  of  a 
minor  nature  and  was  remedied  without  the  necessity  of  statutory  proceed- 
ings® 


FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS  - 10  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  Factories 

and  Workshops  within  the  Burgh,  but  nothing  was  found  to  which  exception 
could  be  taken® 


1 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ERRING  31st  JULY,  I953 


1 o General  Statistics 

Population  of  the  Area  30,512 

Number  of  Schools:- 

(a)  Primary  Schools  45 

( b ) J un jl or  Secondary  Schools  0oo«oooaee'*o«««eo*se*»ofro»oo  S 

(c)  Senior  Secondary  Schools  1 

( d ^ ( J,  J ^p  eClal  Schools  OOOO0O0»«UO*«*OC>eO*OOO9OOO»OUO4>O0  Nxl. 

(2)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools  <,«. 00000000*0  Nil 

(e)  In  receipt  of  Grant  from  Education  Authority 

and  under  Medical  Inspection  000000. 0000000000000. 000  Nil 

(f)  Education  in  other  establishments  (Section  I4) 

Educa tion  (Scotl and ) Act,  194^  o.oo.ooooooo.ooooooooo  -i 

Number  of  Children  on  Register  4859 

Number  of  Children  in  average  Attendance  4,343 


2o  Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schools 

On  the  whole  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  in  the  County 
continued  to  be  sat isf actory o A considerable  number  of  the  schools  are 

old  and  do  not  conform  to  modern  standards,  but  improvements  in  heating, 
lighting  and  general  hygiene  are  being  carried  out  each  yearo 

3o  As  in  previous  years,  all  schools  are  visited  at  least  once  during 
the  school  session,  and  the  larger  schools  at  least  once  during  each  term^ 
All  now  entrants  are  examined  during  their  first  year  at  school,  and  at 
this  examination,  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  carried  out. 


(a)  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment,  The  School  Dental  Service  was 
under  review  during  the  yearo  It  was  felt  that  the  Dental  Officer 
attempted  to  treat  too  many  children  in  the  time  available,  with  the  result 
that  though  each  child  requiring  treatment  had  a certain  amount,  a propor- 
tion of  children  did  not  receive  complete  treatmento  The  position  was 
still  under  review  towards  the  end  of  the  session, 

(b)  School  Nursingo  As  in  previous  years,  the  school  nursing  was 
undertaken  by  three  full-time  School  Nurse  ToB,  Health  Visitorso 

(c)  Presence  of  Parents,  Parents  are  encouraged  to  be  present  at  the 
inspections,  and  the  number  of  parents  present,  particularly  in  the  case  of 
the  examination  of  new  entrants,  is  encouraging. 


4o  The  Findings  of  Medical  Inspeotiono  1397  children  were  examined,  of 
whom  553  suffered  from  some  defect.  Of  these,  425  or  30,42^ 

suffered  from  minor  defects  or  from  ailments  in  which  recovery  could  be 
expected  in  a short  time  and  25  children  or  1<>799^  where  complete  restoration 
of  function  could  not  he  achieved. 


The  average  Heights  and  Weights  were;- 


Entrants  .»oe 


Children  born  in  1943  ,,.000, 
Children  born  in  1939  e0o..,« 


Average 

Average 

No, 

Average 

height 

weight 

examined 

age 

in  inches 

in  pounds 

Boys 

329 

5 4/12 

43.36 

43.01 

Girls 

280 

5 3/12 

43.14 

41.40 

Beys 

201 

s V12 

52.36 

64.14 

Girls 

201 

9 S/12 

52.02 

63.37 

Boys 

177 

13  7/12 

6O0I7 

97.53 

Girls 

174 

13  7/12 

60,71 

102.84 

Boys 

13 

16  8/12 

67. -15 

13Tcl5 

Girls 

22 

16  6/12 

63.75 

120,5 

Children  horn  in  1936 


« « o » e o 9 
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The  figures,  in  my  opinion,  should  not  he  given  any  great  credence, 
as'  (a)  the  method  of  measxiring  was  very  approximate,  and  (h)  the  weighing 
machines  in  use  are  most  unreliahleo  Steps  are  being  taken  to  improve 
the  position. 


5.  Medical  Treatment.  As  in  previous  years  minor  ailment  clinics  were 
held  at  Castle-Douglas,  Dalbeattie  and  Kirkcudbright,  and  as  in  previous 
years  the  vast  majority  of  children  who  attended  did  so  for  trivial  cuts 
and  bruises.  To  my  mind  the  clinics  serve  no  very  useful  purpose. 


The  following  are  the  details  of  treatment: 


(a) 


Minor  Ailments 

1.  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains  and  minor  injuries  .....o..®,.. 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear  o®...........®.®.®..®.....®®.®.®®. 

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  (excluding  defective  vision)  o®®.® 

4.  Diseases  of  the  skin;- 

Ringworm  ( Scalp ) - X-ray  treatment  ........o..,.®,.® 

Other  treatment  .o..®.®®...®..®.. 


Ringworm  ( Body ) ® . ® . . . 

S c ab ies  ®®®«eo..«....® 

Impetrgo  •®®®.«®«.®®®. 
5®  Other  diseases  o®.®.®.®® 


«*e909«9999000099e990«*ceo0«00 

999999999909000990099996009000 


2397 

14 

21 


14 

17 

15 
62 

142 


(b)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint®  The  Regional  Hospital  Board 
provides  Eye  Clinics  in  Castle  Douglas,  Newton  Stewart  and  Dumfries  for 
children  suffering  from  Defective  Vision  and  Squint.  The  nearest 
Orthoptic  Clinic,  however,  is  at  Ayr,  and  attempts  to  get  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  to  set  up  an  Orthoptic  Service  in  the  Area  failed,  because 
the  Board  refused  to  supply  the  necessary  equipment. 


During  the  year  124  children  were  examined  at  the  Bye  Clinics,  and 
glasses  were  provided  in  57  cases. 


(c)  Nose  and  Throat.  The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  an  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  at  Castle  Douglas  Hospital,  and  surgical  treatment 
is  carried  out  at  the  hospital  and  at  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal 
Infirmary.  136  children  had  surgical  treatment®  There  is  no  systematic 
audiometric  examination  of  selected  age  groups  of  children,  and  the  method 
used  at  school  medical  inspections  is  not  reliable® 

(d)  Orthopaedic  (Specialist  Treatment)®  Orthopaedic  Clinics  are  held 
at  Dumfries  and  Castle  Douglas,  but  there  is  no  co-ordination  between  the 
School  Health  Service  and  the  Orthopaedic  Service® 


6.  Special  Schools  and  Classes®  With  the  appointment  of  an  Educational 
Psychologist,  the  assessment  of  mentally  handicapped  children  was  somewhat 
improved.  The  position  is  not  yet  satisfactory,  however,  as  far  as  the 
treatment  and  assessment  of  all  handicapped  children  is  concerned,  and  this 
is  primarily  due  to  the  lack  of  accommodation  in  special  schools  or  classes. 
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TABLE  I. 


Ao  Total  number  of  children  examined  at:- 


Ordinary  Schools.  Systematic 

Examinations 

Entrants  6O9 

Children  born  in  1943  402 

Children  born  in  1939  35T 

Secondary  Schoolso 

Children  born  in  1936  35 


1397 


B,  Other  Examinations. 


Children  born  in  1945  “ Visual  Acuity  and  Hearing  only  393 
Special  Cases  I65 
Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officer  69I 
Others  I03 


1352 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  examinations,  who 
were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness  and 
dental  caries) 


Entrants  114 

Children  born  in  1943  54 

Children  born  in  1939  40 

Children  born  in  1936  5 

Children  born  in  1945 

(Visual  Acuity  and  Hearing 
only)  13 

Special  Cases  36 

Others  9 


271 


A 
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TABLE  IV 


Retvirn  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in  the  Area 


1 — i 

o 

CCS 

o 

«3 

o 

o 

•H 

-p 

•H 

>» 

*H 

CQ 

+» 

•H  CD 

-p 

OQ 

O 

m 

<)) 

o 

1 — ! 

cO 

1 — 1 

0 

1 — i 

CQ 

p 

o 

CQ  -P 

•p 
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o 

Pi 

o 

CQ 

o 

•H 

o o 

•H 

•H 
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CO 
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CCS 

+» 

■P 

tn 

■P 
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r— 1 

o 

ffl 

Fh 

CQ 
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+> 
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CO 

s:i 

-P  o 

Sh 

O 

CQ 

CO 

H 

< 
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1.  Blind  o..= 


2.  Partially  sighted; 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 
cxirriculum  of  an  ordinary  school  would 
adversely  affect  the  eye  condition  ....  - 

(h)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye  e.g. 
cataract,  ulceration,  etc.  which  render 
the  child  -unahle  to  read  ordinary 
school  hooks  or  to  see  well  enough  to  he 
taught  in  an  ordinary  school  1 

3 . Leaf : 

Grade  1 .......... 

Grade  11a  ........ 

Grade  llh  « 

Grade  111  o....... 


4.  Befective  Speech? 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  requiring 
special  educational  measures  ..........  5 

(h)  Stammering  requiring  special 
educational  measxires  8 


5 . Mentally  Defective; 

(Children  between  5 and  16  years) 

(a)  Educahle  (l.Q.  approx.  ^O-JO)  4 

(h)  Ineducable  (l»Q.  generally  less 

than  3^)  ...... ........  1 

6 . Epilepsy; 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  3 

(h)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a 
residential  school)  - 


7.  Physically  Defective  (Children  between 


5 and  16  years): 

(a)  Bon  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

(excluding  Cervical  Glands)  2 

(b)  General  Orthopaedic  conditions)  ...  19 

(c)  Organic  Heart  Disease  12 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill  health: 

Asthma  o.................. ......  6 

Bronchiectasis 3 

Chorea  ooo.o.o.... ........ ......  1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  1 

Coeliac  Disease  1 

Rheijmatism  - 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 12 

Tuberculosis  - Glands  - 

Resection  of  L\ing  1 

8.  Multiple  Defects: 


Mentally  and  Physically  Defective  ..... 


2 


7 1 


2 


1 


1 

1 

1 


2 


53 


TABLE  V 

REPORT  OR  DERTAL  IRSPECTIOR  ARD  TREA'TMERT 


Rumber  of  Children  who  were 

(l)  Inspected  by  the  Rental  Officer:- 


Age 

(a) 

Systematic 

(t) 

Special  and 

examinations 

emergency  cases 

TOTAL 

4 

30 

4 

34 

5 

402 

10 

412 

6 

532 

8 

540 

7 

520 

6 

526 

8 

437 

8 

445 

9 

489 

8 

497 

10 

460 

7 

467 

11 

492 

12 

504 

12 

414 

5 

419 

13 

371 

2 

373 

14 

378 

1 

379 

15 

247 

3 

250 

16 

81 

- 

81 

17 

18 

- 

18 

18 

5 

“ 

5 

Total 

4876 

74 

4950 

Systematic 

examinations 

Special  and 
emergency  cases 

TOTAL 

(2)  Foiind  to  require  treatment  

3047 

74 

3121 

2(a)  R\imber  accepting  treatment 

2172 

73 

2245 

(3)  Actually  treated  by  the  school 

Dental  Officer  

2172 

73 

2245* 

(4)  Rumber  of  attendances  made  by  the 
children  for  treatment 

3062 

123 

3185 

(5)  Finings; 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

1352 

158 

15 

2 

1367 

160 

(6)  Extractions: 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  

(b)  Temporary  teeth  

269 

2753 

14 

73 

283 

2826 

(7)  Rumber  of  Administrations  of  a general 
anaesthetic  for  extractions 

«. 

(8)  Other  operations: 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  

(b)  Temporary  teeth  0 . 

1933 

1016 

43 

39 

1976 

1055 

(9)  Half-days  devoted  to  inspection  .... 

57 

- 

57 

(10)  Half-days  devoted  to  treatment  ..... 

257 

1 

258 

(11)  R\imber  of  children  treated  under 

private  arrangement  

32.7 

327 

(12)  Refusals  

548 

1 

549 

♦Rumber  awaiting  treatment  at  1st  August 

, 1952  ... 

.....  RIL 

Rumber  awaiting  treatment  at  31st  July, 

1953  .... 

RIL 

